
God calls me to my vocation 

 

Introduction 

How would you define vocation? 

 

 

Make a list of various vocations in your life. 

 

 

 

 

Gene Edward Vieth Jr. writes in his book God at Work:  

“Vocation is not another burden placed upon us, something else to fail at, but a realm in which we can 
experience God’s love and grace, both in the blessings we receive from others and in the way God is 
working through us despite our failures. Luther goes so far as to say that vocation is a mask of God. 
That is, God hides Himself in the workplace, the family, the Church, and the seemingly secular society. 
To speak of God being hidden is a way of describing His presence, as when a child hiding in the room 
is there, just not seen. To realize that the mundane activities that take up most of our lives—going to 
work, taking the kids to soccer practice, picking up a few things at the store, going to church—are 
hiding-places for God can be a revelation in itself. Most people seek God in mystical experiences, 
spectacular miracles, and extraordinary acts they have to do. To find Him in vocation brings Him, 
literally, down to earth, makes us see how close He really is to us, and transfigures everyday 
life” (pages 23-24). 

How does the truth that God serves the world through your vocations help shape how you view your 
vocations? 

 

 

 

God calls me to my vocation 

Read 1 Corinthians 7:17-24. 

 Some of the early readers of this letter might have thought that their place in life resulted from their 
skill or intelligence or perhaps because of bad luck or bad birth. What answer did Paul’s words give 
to such thinking? 

 List some of the different places in life in which Paul’s readers could be found.  

My vocation in Christ 1 



 List some of the different places in life that you occupy right now. (These places in life where we 
find ourselves are our vocations.) 

 Someone objects: “I chose my own career path. I decided to move to this community. I picked my 
own marriage partner. I, not God, chose my vocation.” Respond: 

 a. from Scripture (Proverbs 16:9—”A person’s heart plans his way, but the LORD makes his steps 
secure.”) 

 b. from your own practical experience. 

 

Read Colossians 3:22-24. 

5. With what attitude does a Christian pursue his or her calling? 

6. Why? 

7. What would you say to the following husband and wife if you had the chance? As they clean up 
together after dinner, a husband and wife are discussing how their day went. “You wouldn’t believe it,” one 
says. “I spent the last three weeks on that report, and suddenly my boss tells me he doesn’t need it anymore. 
Sometimes this job seems so meaningless!” “Tell me about it,” the other says. “I spend all day cleaning the 
house. Then the kids come home, and within ten minutes it’s messier than when I started! What’s the 
point?”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thus every person surely has a calling [Latin: vocatio]. While attending to it he serves God. A king serves God 
when he is at pains to look after and govern his people. So do the mother of a household when she tends her baby, 
the father of a household when he gains a livelihood by working, and a pupil when he applies himself diligently to 
his studies. 

—Martin Luther (Luther’s Works 3:128) 


